
Hospital Security Training Solutions



The Guardian  
Difference

Awareness | Preparedness | Preservation 

Guardian was created by School Specialty®, Inc., the name you know as America’s premier provider to education for over  
60 years. From early childhood through high school and beyond, School Specialty provides over 100,000 educational 
products from the most trusted brands nationwide, including Crayola®, 3M®, Elmer’s®, Motorola and their own proprietary 
brands such as, Sax®, EPS®, Califone®, and Frey®, among others. 

As a wholly owned subsidiary of School Specialty, SSI Guardian now sets the national standard for this critical, advanced  
all-hazards training to hospitals and healthcare facilities. 

• Guardian’s Ph.D. authored curriculum is presented by an instructor cadre holding the highest level of industry credentials. 
Guardian’s extensive knowledge in leadership and the security domain provides hospitals customized solutions based on 
industry best practices and proven strategies, used by leading federal agencies such as the Secret Service, FBI and Department 
of State. Those who have personally protected U.S. 
Presidents, high ranking government officials, and 
embassies draw on decades of real life experience and 
education to ensure that our nation’s hospitals and 
healthcare professionals are prepared to confront the 
now all too often possibility of an active shooter.

• You have a choice when it comes to advanced hospital 
security training and safety solutions - a choice that 
should be taken very seriously.  SSI Guardian is the  
easy choice.

• Guardian provides advanced professional development 
training, consulting services, security products, and 
technology solutions. We help healthcare leaders with 
emergency planning, all-hazards training, and crisis 
management solutions. We aid hospitals and healthcare 
facilities in their preparation for emergencies and crisis 
situations, so that they can preserve the safety and 
welfare of their patients, visitors and staff. 

• Guardian does not adhere to the “train the trainer” 
model. We believe all healthcare professionals deserve 
access to the best qualified instructors.
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“An individual actively engaged in killing or attempting to kill people in a confined and populated area; in most 

cases, active shooters use firearms(s) and there is no pattern or method to their selection of victims.”

Are You Prepared?

Active Shooter events are unpredictable and happen very fast. Your actions in the next 90 seconds may well 
determine if you and your patients survive. Are you prepared? Do you know what to do? 

From the first shot fired, most last a total of 8 – 12 minutes, in many cases, before law enforcement can 
arrive on the scene. You need to know what actions to take when confronted with an active shooter, and 
how to assist responding law enforcement officials. Many companies can provide this training; however, in 
a situation where your life is on the line, the quality of that training and the expertise of the instructor will 
make all the difference. That is why Guardian was created.

Frequency in active shooter incidents at hospitals has increased to more than one per month. A study by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) reveals the overall number of active shooter incidents to have 
increased from 6.4 per year (2000-2006) to 16.4 per year (2007-2013). 

The US Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) has long recognized active shooter incidents as 
a serious threat to hospitals and health care facilities. In 2014, DHHS issued an emergency planning guide 
recommending that active shooter training be included in emergency operation plans. The Department of 
Homeland Security, the FBI, the US Department of Justice, and the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) all share this recommendation. 

The Department of Homeland Security defines an active shooter as:
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What if such a travesty occurs at your facility?

As the administrator, will you be able to answer 
the hard questions in a manner that says you 
took every possible measure to ensure the 
safety of the lives you were entrusted with? 

Hospitals reportedly loss $1.6B per year as a result of cyber 
attacks. Guardian technology solutions can help you better 
safeguard patient, employee and facility records.

Data Breaches by Sector, 2014

Number of Breaches

Medical/Healthcare
301

41

Business
231

Government/
Military

Banking/Credit/Financial

Education

53

82



Awareness Preparedness

PreservationCustom Solutions

SSI Guardian is your single source security solutions provider for hospitals, schools and higher education 
institutions. Through our four main categories: advanced training, consulting services, security products, 
and technology solutions, we deliver custom solutions that directly address your specific security needs 
and challenges. Our comprehensive and ongoing approach allows you to remain current in planning, 
training, as well as, maintaining a safe workplace and medical provider environment.

Advanced Training 

Guardian does not subscribe to a “train the trainer” model.  We remain steadfast in the belief that 
healthcare professionals and patients deserve the best in advanced security training, taught by America’s 
best security experts. Guardian curriculum is evidence based, incorporating the most current and available 
best practices and research.

Consulting Services 

Guardian consulting services provide clients with top tier assessments, advisories, and recommended 
solutions. Unlike a one-size-fits-all approach, commonly found in the security domain, Guardian provides 
customized solutions that meet the specific challenges and threat mitigation needs of our partners.

Security Products 

A wide range of security and safety-related products are offered through our North American distribution 
network. We are continually seeking new and innovative solutions that help make healthcare facilities 
safer and more secure. 

Technology Solutions  

As cyber and enterprise threats continue to grow at a rapid pace, innovative and emerging technologies 
play an important role in safe hospital design and planning. Performance proven solutions such as incident 
reporting, monitoring, integrated surveillance and access control are a brief sample of our focused offerings

• Advanced Active Shooter Response

• Advanced Situational Awareness 

• All-Hazards Training   

• Emergency Planning

• Incident Command 

• Cyber Security
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Corporate Office

SSI GUARDIAN, LLC, a subsidiary of School Specialty Inc.
W6316 Design Drive, Greenville, WI 54942 USA

US + Canada Toll Free: 877.878.5800
International:  202.815.8591
info@guardianprotect.com

ssiguardian.com
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Unclassified

6

incidents  
occurred between  
2000 and 2013160

An average of

incidents occurred annually, with an 
increasing trend from 2000 to 2013.

11.4

Casualties, including killed and wounded 
(shooters were not included in this total)

1,043 were killed in 160 incidents

were wounded* in 160 incidents.

557

486

Snapshot
The following characteristics of the 160 active shooter incidents 
identified between 2000 and 2013 are noted:

INCIDENTS
 ■ An average of 11.4 incidents occurred annually.
 ■ An average of 6.4 incidents occurred in the first 7 years studied, and an average of 16.4 

occurred in the last 7 years.
 ■ 70.0% of the incidents occurred in either a commerce/business or educational 

environment.10

 ■ Shootings occurred in 40 of 50 states and the District of Columbia.
 ■ 60.0% of the incidents ended before police arrived. 

10 All percentages are rounded to the nearest tenth

*A handful of those identified as “wounded” were not injured by gunfire but rather suffered injuries incidental to the event, such as being hit by flying objects/shattered glass or 
falling while running. This does not account for all those wounded in this fashion or any mental or emotional trauma that resulted in potential medical treatment. 
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Source: Federal Bureau of Investigation A Study of Active Shooter Incidents in the United States Between 2000 and 2013


